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war, protesting against the deliberately aggressive policy of
Beaconsfield, and this time astute observers warned the
latter that the country was echoing the cry. Would he have
to disavow Lytton, and prove the innocence of the Govern-
ment at the expense of a subordinate ? It was contrary to
all the Prime Minister's principles. Lytton was blamed, but
upheld. General Roberts routed the Amir's troops. The
opposition vanished, as it always does in the hour of victory,
and the country recovered its confidence.

But when once the jealousy of the gods is roused, it is not
easily appeased. For some years industry had been pros-
perous, but now a crisis suddenly arose. These accidents
are periodic. This one was caused by a succession of bad
harvests. But the Government, of course, was bound to get
the blame. The Opposition complained of the inertia of the
Ministry. Ministers would have been hard put to it to alter
the harvests or bring orders to industry. But they were
Ministers and they had to do something. "You are right,"
wrote Lord Beaconsfield to Lady Bradford, "in supposing
that the business, which now takes up so much of my time,
is the general distress; but it is one most difficult to deal
with. There are so many plans, so many schemes, and so
many reasons why there should be neither plans nor
schemes. What I fear is that the Opposition, who will stick
at nothing, may take up the theme for party purposes. If
we then don't support them, we shall be stigmatized as
unpatriotic: if we do, they will carry all the glory." In
moments of solitude, his thoughts turned to Peel and his
potatoes.

In administering this immense Empire, the devil of the
business was that at any moment serious annoyances might
spring up in the furthest corners of the earth. Afghanistan